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IN BRIEF

Accident
at I-Day
rehearsal

■ RED ROAD: Two women
constables fell off a motorcycle (see picture
above) during the Independence Day parade rehearsal on Red Road on
Sunday morning. Pinky
Mondal, a constable of
the Rapid Action Force
(RAF), was riding pillion
with another constable
and was about to perform
a stunt when they fell off
the motorbike. Pinky was
treated at Sambhunath
Pandit Hospital. The constable riding the motorbike was unhurt.
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Stick to sanctioned strength: JU teachers
SUBHANKAR
CHOWDHURY
Jadavpur: Teachers in the
history department of Jadavpur University have opposed any attempt at admitting
students to the undergraduate
course beyond the sanctioned
strength, citing inadequacies
in handling a bigger class.
The move follows a decision to recheck all answer
scripts of the entrance test conducted by the department for
its undergraduate course,
which has given rise to the pos-

sibility of some unsuccessful
students being eventually considered eligible for admission.
The authorities decided to
get the scripts reviewed based
on complaints that a number
of candidates who had scored
90 per cent or more in the PlusII board exams were given 10
or less, out of 100, in the admission test.
The merit list for the undergraduate course has 344
names for 70 seats.
A history teacher at JU
said the authorities had promised to admit students in ex-

cess of the sanctioned strength
if errors in evaluation came to
light during the review.
“At least some of the candidates who were due to be enrolled during the counselling,
scheduled for August 9 but
cancelled, have taken transfer
certificates from other institutes,” the teacher said.
“They can’t be denied admission because of the university’s flip-flop. The university
has also promised that if any
student who has failed to make
the cut is found eligible for admission during the recheck,

he or she will be admitted.
This is bound to take the figure
beyond 70, which we are opposed to.”
As many as 11 of the 16 teachers of the department have
issued a statement saying the
strength of the new batch
should not exceed 70 as the department “is not equipped” to
handle more.
“We insist that the present
merit list of selected candidates be honoured,” the statement reads. “We are mortified
that our abilities and integrity
to evaluate are being called

into question.”
The department may have
16 teachers but the effective
strength is 13. Two are serving
as vice-chancellor and provice-chancellor in other universities on lien.
“A third, Subhasis Biswas,
could hardly take classes because of his administrative responsibilities as head of the department and dean of arts,” a
teacher said. Biswas has resigned from both posts taking
responsibility for the admission “chaos/crisis.”
“With an effective strength

of 13 teachers, the department
can no way accommodate
more than 70 students in a
class at the undergraduate
level. Students will suffer if we
are forced to do so. There is not
enough classroom space either.... The authorities also
need to remember that we
have to take classes at the master’s, MPhil and PhD levels as
well,” said one of the teachers.
Can the university admit
students beyond the sanctioned strength? “We can, under the supernumerary quota,” acting registrar Chiran-

jeeb Bhattacharya told Metro
on Sunday. “The All India
Council for Technical Education imposes a cap on the intake strength in engineering
streams. In humanities, it is
for the university to decide.”
Asked about the teachers’
stand as expressed in the joint
statement, Bhattacharya said:
“I am aware of that. Any decision on admitting additional
students will be taken in consultation with the teachers.”
The revised merit list, he
said, would be published
“after August 15”.

Rain on radar
after sun
OUR SPECIAL
CORRESPONDENT
Alipore: A low-pressure belt
gathering strength over the
Bay of Bengal could bring rain
after three days of sunshine in
the city.

Presidency lecture
■ COLLEGE STREET: Partha
P. Majumder, professor,
Indian Statistical Institute, and founder director of the National Institute of Biomedical Genomics, Kalyani, will deliver the Indian National
Science Academy Golden
Jubilee Commemoration
Medal (Animal Sciences)
Lecture 2018 at Presidency University on August
20. The theme of the lecture is Riding the Genomics Wave to Reach
New Depths of Human
Health and History.

SET SAIL
Two men on a bike shield
themselves from the rain in
Esplanade on Sunday
afternoon.
Picture by Sanat Kr Sinha

A boat sails down the
Hooghly. (Sanat Kr Sinha)
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The sun has been shining
bright since Friday, when the
monsoon trough moved away
from the city. The maximum
temperature has been hovering around 35 degrees Celsius
for the past three days. With
clouds and rain expected
again, the mercury could dip.
A round of sharp showers
came down in parts of the city
on Sunday afternoon. Patuli
and Ballygunge in south Calcutta were the rainiest with

12.7mm and 8.1mm of rain,
while places like Ultadanga in
the north got just 1mm.
“There is a cyclonic circulation over the north-west Bay
of Bengal, near the Odisha
coast. It is intensifying and is
likely to turn into a low-pressure area on Monday. The
exact position it takes up
would determine how much
rain Calcutta will get on Monday and Tuesday,” said G.K.
Das, director, India Meteorology Department, Calcutta.
The moisture flow into
land from the sea is likely to
get a boost.
The prediction is for moderate rain on Monday, which
means anything between
20mm to 59mm in 24 hours.
The Regional Meteorological Centre in Alipore recorded
1.5mm and 2.1mm of rain on
Saturday and Sunday respectively, which qualifies as light
rain.
The cyclonic circulation
was near Odisha on Sunday,
but there is likely to be a
change in its position once it
intensifies, bringing it closer
to Calcutta and causing more
rainfall.
The monsoon trough,
which is an imaginary line
connecting
low-pressure
points across the breadth of
the country, was passing
through Amritsar, Patiala,
Hardoi,
Daltonganj
and
Bhubaneswar on Sunday. The
trough is likely to draw closer
to Calcutta once the low- pressure area forms.
The recent slump in showers puts the August rain count
so far at a deficit of six per cent
after being at a surplus of 48
per cent after the first week,
when the city was getting regular rainfall.

MUSIC & MEMORIES: La Martiniere for Girls put up a musical
evening at the school on Friday. A hundred students from classes VI to XII
presented 10 songs such as I dreamed a dream (Les Miserables, 1980)
and All that Jazz (Chicago, 2002) from Broadway musicals, along
with a live choir and choreography. It was a completely in-house effort with
a mathematics teacher painting faces and members of the non-teaching staff

stitching skirts for the girls. “The teachers, students and staff
pooled in to put up this production because we did not want to outsource
for anything. The girls had been at it for the past two months and it was
done without disrupting any of our classes or schedules,” said Rupkatha
Sarkar, the principal of the school.
Pictures by Bishwarup Dutta

PARENTS ENCOURAGE KIDS TO START EARLY ON ROBOTICS

Lego and toy cars to programming
FARAH KHATOON
Calcutta: Vikhyat Agarwal,
14, and his father Naresh
bond not over football or cycling but robotics.
The Class IX student of
Calcutta International
School was gifted his first
Lego kit by his father when
he was 10. The two would
spend hours poring over the
bricks, tiles and knobs. The
passion continues, only now
the play blocks have been
replaced with more serious
stuff.
Naresh, a chartered accountant by profession,
would learn from the Internet before passing on the
skills to his son.
“My dad coached me by
learning on the Internet. We
also taught each other at
times,” said Vikhyat, one of
the participants at the World

(Left) Vikhyat Agarwal (in grey) monitors the
movement of his robot with teammate Rohan
Banerjee; (above) Ayushman Sarkar (right) and
his teammate Achintya Kanoria check out
their robot. Pictures byArnab Mondal
Robot Olympiad 2018 at
The Newtown School last
week.
Vikhyat has formed a robotics club in his school and

programmed a motion sensing game called Drone
Shootout.
“I practise for eight to 10
hours every day,” said the

boy who is working on artificial intelligence and machine learning with his father.
Father Naresh is happy
with his son’s enthusiasm. “I
introduced him to robotics to
see if he had any interest.
And it turned out that he
was totally into it. So I invested in Java tutorials and
at times he has been my
teacher, too,” said the proud
papa.
Ayushman Sarkar, 10,
started dabbling with robotics three years ago. The
movement of automated toy
cars piqued his curiosity and
a chance at a summer camp
opened the doors to robotics
for the Class V boy of The Fu-

ture Foundation School.
“I was so fascinated by
the toy cars that I would
open them up to find out how
they worked. When my mom
enrolled me into a summer
camp that offered robotics, it
opened a big window for me.
I love programming now,” he
said.
His teammate Achintya
Kanoria of Sri Sri Academy
loves assembling different
parts of a robot. “I was introduced to robotics by a teacher in my housing complex.
Since then, I have loved designing my own robot,” the
Class V student said.
The regional competition
saw a total of 22 schools participating in two categories
— elementary and junior
high.
If students were enthusiastic, then parents were encouraging. Aryan Mallick’s
tryst with robotics started
when he was in Class V and
dad Biswa Ranjan made sure
he remained focused.
At the competition to
cheer his son, Biswa Ranjan
said, “I am happy that The
Newtown School offers robotics. It is very constructive. With each passing year,
his interest in the field has
grown and I want him to remain focused,” he said.
Both Vikhyat’s and
Aryan’s teams qualified for
the nationals.

