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Kids make early moves on chess board
JHINUK MAZUMDAR

Newtown: Apaar Saxena, 7, of
Bangalore made the first right
move a year ago when his
mother had handed over a
smart phone to beat his boredom at the New Delhi airport.
A year later, the first move
made on the online chessboard has helped him come
third at a national chess meet
and qualify for the 2020 world
championship. In between,
Apaar’s interest in the game
was nurtured further under a
professional coach.
Apaar is not the only one to
make an early start on the chequered board. G. Sri. Akhil
Prasad, 7, from Vizag would
accompany his sister to her
chess classes and that sparked
off his love for the sport. Akhil
is a under-7 national champion and has also qualified for
the 2020 world championship.
Like Apaar and Akhil, children from 28 states had turned
up with their parents for the
six-day 33rd National Under-7

Open and Girls’ Chess Championship 2019, which was organised by Global Chess in association with Bengal Chess
Association at The Newtown
School, starting June 1.
What started as a pastime
for many is now a serious
sport with these children devoting three to four hours
every day to chess, at times
even at the cost of studies.
“When Apaar started off,
he would play the game on the
tab without understanding
much. Without much professional coaching he won a few
tournaments. That is when we
realised that he should be
playing more seriously,” said
his mother Ruchi Saxena.
For Akhil, evenings are for
chess with his coach Ramana
Babu guiding him with the
moves daily. The training
helped Akhil win the tourney
that ended on Thursday.
“Akhil moves around and
looks at other players’ boards
once he is finished with his
move. He has picked up this

Five of the winners: (from left) Apaar Saxena, Akhil Prasad,
Risabh Kumar, Siddhi Rao and Sannah M on Thursday.
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habit from Grandmasters, but
he risks losing concentration,” his father G. Sridhar, a
dentist, said.
While the children are
trained under coaches, parents also undergo coaching
and counselling tips.
Ambika Harikrishna, pae-

diatrician and mother of Siddhi Rao who came first among
girls on Thursday, said her
daughter had been playing the
game since she was a little
over four years. Ambika used
to accompany Siddhi to her
chess classes to learn the basics of the game and how to

write down the moves.
“Whenever she has any
doubt, I note it down for her
coach to clarify it later,” said
Ambika.
More than 300 children, including over 100 girls, took
part in the six-day tournament
that ended on Thursday. Top
six performers, three each in
the open (girls and boys) and
girls’ category, have qualified
for the World Cadet Chess
Championship of the World
Chess Federation.
Those who have qualified
for the 2020 world chess championship are Akhil, Risabh
Kumar, Apaar, Siddhi, Sannah M and Sreekarthika Velamurugan.
“Starting off young helps
as coaches get time to groom
them and the players have
both the motivation and the
time to become world champions,” said Atanu Lahiri, the
secretary of Bengal Chess Association and Asia representative of the World Chess Federation’s education wing.

But what the association
rues is the lack of support
from the state government.
“They have funds for local
clubs, but not for state or national level chess players,” he
said.
Experts feel Bengal players were also losing out because of parental pressure and
interference.
“Many players give up
after Class VIII because of the
pressure of board exams and
chess takes a backseat to prioritise academic performance.
They don’t think of striking a
balance between the two,”
said Sayan Mukerji, the association vice-president.
The six-day chess tourney
had created a buzz in the area.
“We have the intent to promote the game and since we
have the space we gave it to
them. Availability of guest
houses in the area also helped
accommodate parents who
came from across India,” said
Vineet Kansal, CEO of Newtown School.

Met spies
rain, again
OUR SPECIAL
CORRESPONDENT
Calcutta: The Met office had
predicted a cloudy Thursday
with scattered rain but it remained sunny for most part of
the day.
The forecast for Friday is
same though — overcast sky
with light to moderate rain.
Behala, Joka and other places
on the city’s southern outskirts are likely to get more
rain, an official said.
The morning was bright
and sunny across the city on
Thursday. It started to become
cloudy around 3pm. The temperature, too, kept varying.
The temperature was 34.75
degrees Celsius at 1.15pm and
31.57 degrees at 4pm and 29.11
degrees at 6pm, according to
weatherkolkata.in, the website
which is jointly managed by
IIT Kharagpur and the Calcut-

ta Municipal Corporation.
The sunny morning meant
the weather was not as soothing as it was on Wednesday. “I
visited a relative on Wednesday morning and kept my car
AC switched off. I had rolled
down the windows and it was
pleasant. On Thursday, I had
to switch on the AC as it was
quite hot outside,” a Kasba
resident said.
The sky became overcast
in the afternoon when patches
of clouds were blown towards
the city from the coast, a Met
official said.
The official attributed the
absence of rain in Calcutta on
Thursday to the location of the
clouds — at least 1.5km above
the ground. Clouds that are
closer to the mean sea level are
more likely to cause rains.
“The forecast for Friday is light
to moderate rain and a generally cloudy sky,” the official said.

CITY CENTRE TO HOST WEEKEND CARNIVAL

Yay! Honey & Bunny are here
ASTAFF REPORTER
Calcutta: Two favourite cats
— the mischievous Honey
and the wise Bunny from the
Sony Yay! cartoon show
Honey-Bunny ka jholmaal —
will be in town to play with
kids at City Centre, Salt
Lake, this weekend.
The two cats will dance
and interact with fans at a
carnival — Yay time with
Honey Bunny, presented by
Telekids and Sony Yay! in association with City Centre —
on June 8 and 9 from 4-8pm.
Honey-Bunny ka jholmaal
is a comedy about the two
cats, a talking parrot and a
high-strung dog who get into
all kinds of mischief while
their human is away.
There will be interesting
theme-based games for kids
at the kund area of City Centre, renamed the Yay! zone

A poster of Honey-Bunny ka jholmaal
for the carnival. HoneyBunny fans can enjoy a ring
the pole game with the toon
cats cheering them live. They
can also take selfies with
their feline friends.
Kids who love watching
KickO and Super Speedo —
another popular cartoon
show on Sony Yay! — can
also take part in a remotecontrolled car race. KickO

and Super Speedo is about a
super kid and the adventures
he has with his special car
Speedo that is fitted with
multiple gadgets.
At the carnival, young
fans will get to help a miniSuper Speedo reach its goal
within the shortest time.
There will also be a spin the
wheel game offering exciting
gifts throughout the day.

This carnival is part of a
pan-India mall activation
programme undertaken by
Sony Yay! Honey and Bunny
have already been to Mumbai and Bhopal and will be
headed to Gurgaon next.
At the event, children can
also get tattoos of their
favourite Yay! characters
and take home some fun balloon twisters.
“At Sony Yay! our effort
is to undertake activities
that make kids happy. While
there is an array of fresh
content already on air, Yay!
toons are on a 10-city tour to
join kids on the ground and
make their summer vacations Yay!tastic. Calcutta
kids are big fans of Honey
and Bunny. So they are next
in line for a memorable
time,” said Leena Lele Dutta,
the business head of Sony
Yay!

