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Auto hits
guardrail,
driver hurt
ASTAFF REPORTER
Salt Lake: An autorickshaw
hit a guardrail on Broadway
that connects Salt Lake to the
Bypass on Wednesday evening,
police said.
The auto on the Salt LakeSport Authority of India com-

An overcast sky over the Maidan around 3pm on Wednesday. Pictures by Pradip Sanyal

Thunderstorm on Met radar
OUR SPECIAL
CORRESPONDENT
Calcutta: The city sky will remain overcast till at least Friday morning and there’s a possibility of a thunderstorm on
Thursday, the Met office has
said.
The wind speed could go up
to 40kmph, a Met official said.
The sky remained cloudy
for most part of the day on
Wednesday and it rained in
various parts in different
times of the day.
A weather scientist said
three systems brought the
rain and they might lead to another bout of rain on Thurs-

day.
The monsoon will reach
the city late, he said.
A cyclonic circulation that
has formed over western Uttar
Pradesh and northwest Madhya Pradesh and a trough
of low pressure stretching
from these places to Assam
via Jharkhand and Bengal are
responsible for the clouds, a
Met official said.
A cyclonic circulation
draws moisture-laden air towards it and leads to the formation rain-bearing clouds.
Besides, there is a lowpressure
system
over
Bangladesh that is aiding
cloud formation over south

STEP HELPS BUILD FAITH

School tours
for parents

JHINUK MAZUMDAR
Calcutta: Several city schools
now take parents on a tour of
their campus so they can
make an “informed
decision” before admitting
their child.
The schools believe it is a
step towards building faith
by letting parents see if the
physical infrastructure of
the institution match the
claims on their websites.
The Heritage School,
South City International
School, Sri Sri Academy and
The Newtown School are
some of the institutions
where parents can register
for a tour of the campus.
While visiting the school,
parents often want to see if
CCTV cameras are installed
on the premises. They also
want to visit washrooms and
interact with the teaching
and non-teaching staff.
The schools feel there is
no point having an “iron curtain” any longer because the
era is gone when they
“couldn’t be questioned”.
“If we are diffident in
showing them our campus,
there will be an angry reaction if something goes
wrong. They want to see our
infrastructure and we have
nothing that we don’t want
to show. Besides, we have to
maintain our standards and
feedback is welcome. Our
staff is aware that there can
be a visit any time,” said
Suvina Shunglu, principal of
Sri Sri Academy.
At Sri Sri Academy, parents who have applied for
their child’s admission are
taken around the campus if
they ask to see it.
On orientation day, however, all parents go to their
children’s classroom and
meet the class teacher.
At Newtown School, the
tours are conducted on
scheduled days after school
hours, irrespective of
whether the parents are applying for their child to be
admitted or not.

Parents have to fill in a
form to tour the campus and
the school then emails them
the date and time.
“We give parents the option of seeing the school at
the time we announce dates
for accepting applications.
All parents do not come.
There are some who take the
tour but don’t come back,
and there are others who
don’t take a tour but have decided on the school and
apply,” said Seema Sapru,
principal of The Heritage
School.
At South City International School, however, the
option is generally given to
parents of those children
who have been short-listed,
when they come for the admission interview.
“Parents feel comfortable
if they know the place where
they are sending their children and we try to think
from their perspective,” said
John Bagul, the principal of
South City.
Many of the old city
schools — some of them over
hundred years old — do not
allow parents to inspect their
infrastructure because they
feel it could interfere with or
disturb academic activities.
Officials of one such
school said parents could
take the virtual tour on their
websites.
“The student can give the
best testimony to the parents. Parents also decide to
get their children admitted
here because of our history
and the products of the institution,” said the principal of
an old school.
A school tour on the website is not enough for many
new-age parents, according
to some institutes.
“They should know and
believe that the school is exactly what we have described
on the website. It’s a platform for them to have their
first impression of the institution,” said Satabdi Bhattacharjee, the principal of
Newtown School.

A man crosses Outram Road in the rain around 4pm

Bengal, the official said.
“The weather will remain
like this till at least Friday
morning. There is likely to be

gusty winds, clocking 30 to
40kmph, on Thursday,” he
said.
The clouds brought the

temperature
down
on
Wednesday. The city recorded
a maximum temperature of
31.6 degrees Celsius, three degrees below normal. Tuesday’s maximum was 34.8.
“The weather was so good
that I played cricket for almost
three hours with my friends,”
a resident of Maniktala said. “I
think the cloud cover was responsible for the soothing
weather.”
Though the sky remained
overcast across the city since
morning on Wednesday, it
rained well only in a few pockets. According to the website,
weatherkolkata.in, which is
run jointly by the Calcutta

Municipal Corporation and
IIT Kharagpur, Joka received
56mm of rain, Patuli 20m and
Santoshpur 22mm.
Ballygunge
received
4.5mm of rain, New Market
and Dhapa 1.2mm each, according to the website.
“Heavy rain is likely in
North and South 24-Parganas
and East Midnapore on Thursday,” another Met official said.
The monsoon will reach
the city late, he said. “Usually,
the monsoon reaches Calcutta
on June 10, but this year the
winds have not reached Kerala yet. So, we are apprehending a late arrival of the monsoon in Calcutta.”
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plex route was headed towards the Salt Lake stadium
when the accident occurred,
the police said.
There were no passengers
in the auto. The driver suffered minor injuries.
It is not clear whether the
driver failed to spot the
guardrail or a mechanical fault
in the vehicle caused the accident, an officer of the Bidhannagar commissionerate said.
Residents of the area took
the driver to a health care centre nearby, where he was
given first aid and discharged,
the police said.

